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Report Findings from the Original Committee:

● The author’s note at the very beginning says it all about the value of the book. In it, the author shares his

purpose in writing the book was to tell his story to help those who may have to navigate some of the same

experiences that he had.

● Pages 11 and 12: “I lived in that isolation for all those years in high school. I saw snippets of queer representation

in small television roles. They were rarely played by people who looked like me. But it was never to the extent

that I ever gained the confidence to be that person.”

● Page 13: “I remember being nervous about writing a book like this. I wasn’t sure it was my story to tell. In writing

this, though, I realized that I wasn’t just telling my story. I was telling the story of millions of queer people who

never got a chance to tell theirs.”

● Page 295: “There were no books for me to read in order to understand what I was going through as a kid. I

released the deepest and darkest things about my past in the hopes that someone might see a reflection of

themselves in the words and know that they are not alone, and they too can grow and thrive.” Book has a lot of

value to black, gay men and the value is that there are not many of these books out there.

● The author's own words explaining why he wrote the book show that this book is important.

● Page 212: The challenger talked about the abuse, but the disclaimer on this page makes it clear that it was

wrong: “I want to reiterate his actions were wrong, and I was a victim…. Make it a requirement to hold your

abuser accountable.”

● Page 212 : “I’m now okay with ending this part of the past on this page. I can only hope this story frees someone

else who may be holding guilt from an encounter with an abuser.”

● This book spoke to me even though I am the opposite of a gay male.  I never considered that perspective, and I

learned things from this book.  This was a  really well-balanced voice.

● Page 212:  There is a disclaimer at the end concerning the rape in which he says “Make it a requirement to hold

your abuser accountable. “  There are probably students who have been abused and  blame themselves, so this

statement is very important to help understand what someone goes through.

● I loved the book.  My children are going to be encouraged to read it. Even though I did not experience any of

these things in my life, I would encourage every teen to read this book because of the insight into somebody

else's life and for those who did experience it to give them a voice. Those who lived this may need to feel seen

and not alone. Suicide rates are currently so high because people feel alone.

● Page 85: “You sometimes don’t know you exist until  you realize someone like you existed before”. That message

was constant throughout the book. It reflected representation and to help the reader become more

understanding. It gives everyone a sense of what it’s like to be this person.

● Committee consensus was to retain in high school libraries without restriction.

Appeal Committee Findings:

● There was discussion about including students in the process in the future as outlined in the regulation. Parent

permission will be sought prior to adding students to the committee.



● There was discussion about outlining how the committee should honor the confidentiality of all committee

members, integrity of the discussion, and the consensus of the committee at the beginning of challenge

meetings.

Appeal Committee Recommendation:

● Uphold the findings of the Challenge Committee.
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